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Press Release

KITSAP TRANSIT TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSES OF DRAFT PASSENGER ONLY FERRY PLAN

For more information, contact Cathie Knox-Browning at (360) 478-6230 or  passengerferry@kitsaptransit.com 

Later this month, Kitsap Transit will hold a series of public meetings around the county on a State Environmental Policy Act or SEPA review of its Draft Passenger Only Ferry (POF) Investment Plan. What is SEPA and why is Kitsap Transit holding these meetings?

SEPA provides a way to identify possible environmental impacts that may result from governmental decisions such as Kitsap Transit’s plans to operate passenger ferry service from three ports in Kitsap County.   Information gathered during the SEPA review process helps governmental decision-makers, and the public, understand how a proposal will affect the environment. This information may help change a proposal to reduce likely adverse impacts or impose conditions.  This information could also derail a proposal entirely.

Kitsap Transit has completed an “environmental checklist” that answers questions about the POF Plan and its potential impacts on the environment: the earth, air, water plants, animals, energy, environmental health, land use, transportation, public services, cultural and recreational resources and utilities.  

Kitsap Transit has also made a Determination of Non-Significance on the Draft POF Plan.

The POF Plan SEPA checklist will be sent to interested agencies and organizations, and the public is being asked to review and comment on the checklist through a series of public meeting and direct contact with Kitsap Transit officials.  Staff from Kitsap Transit, GeoEngineers (the firm that completed the SEPA Checklist) and Pacific International Engineering (which is conducting the Rich Passage Wake Wash research) will attend these meetings. 

Meetings will be held:

· Tuesday, Oct. 24th at the Bainbridge Island City Hall Council Chambers from 5:30-8:30p

· Wed., Oct. 25th in Kingston at the Bayside Community Church from 5:30-8:30

· Thurs., Oct. 26th in Southworth at Harper Church from 4-7:30p

· Mon., Oct. 30th in Bremerton at the Norm Dicks Gov’t Center,  First Floor Council Chambers, from 5:30-8:30p

Materials available at the meetings will include:

· Information posters on the SEPA process and locations

· Copies of the SEPA Checklist and Determination of Non-Significance

· Information posters on the draft POF Investment Plan 

· Copies of the current POF Plan

· Information posters on the PIE Rich Passage wake wash research

· Comment cards 

